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HERITAGE DATABASE METHODOLOGY  
 

Assessment of Existing Heritage Buildings  

 

For the purpose of the preliminary Heritage Database, buildings of historical significance have been focused on. 

However, in the continued development of the database, public spaces with high heritage value will all be 

incorporated. These may include, but are not limited to cemeteries, canals, squares, parks, seafronts, etc. In the 

initial short-form inventory, the following factors were considered:  

 

¶ Situation (just written data)  

¶ Empty or inhabited  

¶ External photo  

 

After the survey the following process should take place:  

 

¶ Digitizing (A Typological study could not be made.)  

¶ An approximate protection category should be assigned to each building with the existing data, just by 

watching the photo and the surrounding townscape, in which the main typological, stylistic features should 

be taken into account, together with the state of repair.  

¶ A map of protected buildings with categories.  

¶ A very simple protection regulation.  

 

Intermediate (long survey)  
 

This kind of survey consists of a simplified form in which the following concepts are taken into account:  

¶ Situation  

¶ Neighborhood  

¶ Situation map  

¶ External photo from street  

¶ Parcel dimensions  

¶ Sum of built area in all stories  

¶ Floor Area Ratio = (Total covered area on all floors of all buildings on a certain plot)/(Area of the plot)  

¶ Footprint ratio = (roof area/plot area)  

¶ Kind of tenancy: rented or owner lives in it  

¶ Empty or inhabited  

¶ Construction system  

¶ Typology  

¶ State of repair  

¶ Space for commentary regarding the main architectural features as well as elements that need repair.  

¶ Proposed protection level (not to be filled by surveyors but by heritage team architects).  

¶ Detailed typological drawings of approximately 50 buildings in the city that the team considers as the best 

representatives of the main typologies, with plans, elevations and cross sections.  

¶ Digitizing data  

¶ A final typological study having in mind the new data from drawings of buildings.  

¶ A protection list fully automatic with the help of a database program.  

¶ A map of listed buildings with categories  

¶ A protection regulation  

 

With these points in mind, both short and long surveys were carried out, with the help of university students. 

Below are the questionnaires used to execute the surveys.  
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Short survey example questionnaire:  
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Long survey example questionnaire:  
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The following activities were performed:  

 

Short survey  
 

The initial number of buildings in the first count was 713 buildings included in the selected boundary ïfrom the 

Collet Canal to the water front and the corresponding area in Fort George. Ultimately, 761 buildings were 

included in the database.  

 

Database design  
 

Due to the fact that the database firm hadnôt been hired or even selected, the consultant had to design his own 

database so that the data ïand mainly the photographsðcould have some kind of systemizing and helped him in 

the process of deciding the protection categories.  

 

Inserting photos  
The consultant, after taking, editing and renaming the photos, inserted them in the database.  

 

Categorizing buildings  
 

Classifying buildings into protections categories implies studying a lot of variables, of which the main are:  

 

¶ Historical Value; 

¶ Architectural and Typological value; 

¶ Style; 

¶ Conservation status 
 
The consultant has established a number of protection categories in which to include all buildings in Downtown 

Belize City with some kind of value.  

 

Long survey  
 

In the case of the long survey, only 9 buildings have been completed though other 3 have been started. As has 

been already said, the purpose of the long survey was to establish the number of variables to be studied in a 

regular inventory of heritage buildings. 14 of the buildings were selected, because, a) they were of value, b) they 

were accessible to the surveyors.  

 

In this case, as the size of the sample is not representative, it is not important for the establishing of general 

features or even for the typological study. The importance of this survey is for use as a potential template for 

future surveys and for the design of the database. The internal drawings of the selected buildings have not been 

completed except for B12L13, so no consequences can be drawn for the typological study.  

 

How to enforce the schedule of protected buildings  
 

The consultants have held several meetings with NICH and with the Belize Building Authority. After some 

discussions it has been agreed that the procedure should be as follows: a) Approval by NICH of the Schedule of 

protected buildings, together with their protection category definition, the Map of Listed Buildings, the Height 

Regulation Map and the Site Coverage Regulation Map for the whole of Downtown. b) These documents are 

sent to the Belize Building Authority c) Whenever a permit process is started in the Belize Building Authority 

for works or demolition of one of the buildings in the Schedule, the Belize Building Authority asks NICH for a 

ñletter of no oppositionò in which NICH approves the works to be done in the building or sets the conditions for 

approval. d) For other buildings in the area that are not listed, the Height Regulation Map and the Site Coverage 

Regulation Map are applicable. 
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Protection Categories Map

 

 


